
Hezbollah Financing in Angola 

Key Findings 

• Sanctioned businesses owned by U.S.-designated Hezbollah financier Kassim Tajideen 
have continued to operate in Angola. 

• As recently as April 2018, Hezbollah financier Hatem Barakat claimed to work within 
Angola. 
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The National Assembly building in Luanda, Angola. (Source: Wikipedia) 

Overview 

Angola has served as a refuge for international terrorist financiers. In particular, members of 
Hezbollah residing in Angola have used Angolan businesses to finance the terror group.  Further, 1

the U.S. government has identified Angola as a transit and destination point for illegal drug 
trafficking from South America.   2

Designated Extremist Entities Active in Angola 
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!   
Hezbollah 

Financiers of the Lebanon-based, Iranian-backed terrorist group have resided in Angola, using 
Angolan businesses to aid in financing Hezbollah. In March 2017, U.S.-designated Hezbollah 
financier Kassim Tajideen was arrested in Morocco on an INTERPOL warrant and extradited to 
the United States on charges of fraud, money laundering, and violating global terrorism sanctions 
regulations. Prior to his arrest, Tajideen had lived in Angola since 1990, operating a business 
empire that he used to contribute tens of millions of dollars to Hezbollah.  Tajideen’s Hezbollah 3

financing network included three of his businesses in Angola—Golfrate Holdings Lda, Afri Belg 
Commercio E Industria Lda, and Grupo Arosfran Empreendimentos E Participacoes Sarl––all of 
which the United States designated as terrorist entities in December 2010.  Other Hezbollah 4

financiers continue to reside in Angola.  5

Designated by: Arab League, Australia, Bahrain, Canada, European Union, France, Germany, 
Gulf Cooperation Council, Israel, Netherlands, New Zealand, United Kingdom, United States 

Harboring Terrorist Financiers 

Angola harbors internationally designated and wanted terror financiers  
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Hatem Barakat 
Hezbollah Financier 

• The U.S. government designated Barakat as a Hezbollah financier in 2006.   6

• As of April 2018, Barakat listed his place of employment on Facebook as the Infornet 
Princesa, an electronics and toy store in Luanda, Angola.  Barakat’s profile listed the 7

store under employment of April 3, 2018, though his place of residence was listed as 
Brazil.    8

!  
Kassim Tajideen 
Hezbollah Financier 

• Prior to his March 2017 arrest in Morocco, U.S.-designated Hezbollah financier Kassim 
Tajideen had lived in Angola since 1990, operating a business empire across Africa that 
he used to contribute tens of millions of dollars to Hezbollah, according to the U.S. 
government. The network included three businesses in Angola—Golfrate Holdings Lda, 
Afri Belg Commercio E Industria Lda, and Grupo Arosfran Empreendimentos E 
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id=100008314491434&sk=about&section=education&lst=9327782%3A100008314491434%3A1522779681. 
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Participacoes Sarl––all of which the United States designated as terrorist entities in 
December 2010.   9

• As recently as 2015, Tajideen’s Angolan businesses continued to receive shipments from 
U.S.-based companies in violation of American sanctions.  10

Snapshot of Angolan Counterterrorism Legislation and Initiatives 

Angola has reaffirmed its commitment to fighting against terrorism as recently as January 2018, 
when Angolan president Joao Lourenco stated in an interview that Angola is working to prevent 
the country from being affected by international terrorism.   11

Within its Ministry of the Interior, Angola has a National Anti-Terrorism Observatory, which 
consists of a group of multi-sectoral experts tasked with monitoring any potential terrorist threat. 
Angola also has legislation outlawing any form of collaboration with a terrorist group.  Angola 12

is also a member of the Eastern and Southern Africa Anti-Money Laundering Group 
(ESAAMLG), an associate member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). A 2012 
evaluation of Angola’s AML/CTF framework by the World Bank and the ESAAMLG assessed 
that Angola’s AML/CTF legislation, passed in 2011, needed better implementation procedures 
and did not sufficiently comply with international standards.  On February 10, 2014, Angola’s 13

National Assembly passed a new law criminalizing terror-financing in accordance with U.N.-
backed international regulations, including the International Convention for the Suppression of 
the Financing of Terrorism.  14

Policy Prescriptions 
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In order to better combat terrorism and terrorism financing, Angola will need to fully enforce its 
own counterterrorism policies and increase the resources devoted to monitoring and countering 
terrorism financing.  

Specifically, the United States must incentivize Angola to: 
• Clarify the status of U.S.-designated businesses in the country and close any in violation 

of U.S. sanctions. 
• Arrest any and all financiers or operatives of Hezbollah, in line with international 

sanctions against the group. 
• Clarify Hezbollah’s status as a terrorist entity in line with the international community. 
• Fully enforce its own AML/CTF legislation in order to prevent Angolan businesses from 

being used to launder and transfer funds to terrorist groups. 
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