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Key Facts: 

• CEP has recorded 44 individuals and groups tied to the Muslim Brotherhood, including 

terrorist groups, foreign fighters, extremist propagandists, and political leaders. 

• The writings of Muslim Brotherhood founder Hassan al-Banna and early Brotherhood 

ideologue Sayyid Qutb have helped mold the ideologies of violent terror groups like al-

Qaeda, ISIS, and Hamas.  

• Al-Qaeda co-founders Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri, proclaimed 9/11 

mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, and ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi all 

belonged to the Muslim Brotherhood before assuming roles in their respective terror 

networks. 

• Internationally designated terror group Hamas is a direct offshoot of the Brotherhood, 

created as the organization’s Palestinian wing. 

 

 
 

The Muslim Brotherhood is a transnational Sunni Islamist movement that seeks to implement 

sharia (Islamic law) under a global caliphate. Founded in Egypt in 1928, the Brotherhood is that 

country’s oldest Islamist organization and has branches throughout the world. A 2015 U.K. 

government investigation concluded that the Brotherhood has “promoted a radical, 

transformative politics, at odds with a millennium of Islamic jurisprudence and statecraft….”1 

In line with the British assessment, and despite the Brotherhood’s official commitment to non-

violence, CEP has documented ideological and operational links between the Brotherhood’s 

ideology and violent terrorist groups like al-Qaeda and ISIS.  

 

Brotherhood ideology has directly influenced several notable terrorist leaders. Al-Qaeda’s 

founders were students of early Brotherhood ideologues such as theoretician Sayyid Qutb, whose 

works informed the Islamist Qutbism ideology advocating violent jihad to establish governance 

according to sharia.2 Proclaimed 9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed read Qutb’s 

                                                      
1 “Muslim Brotherhood Review: Main Findings,” Gov.UK, December 17, 2015, 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/486932/Muslim_

Brotherhood_Review_Main_Findings.pdf.  
2 Dale C. Eikmeier, “Qutbism: An Ideology of Islamic-Fascism,” Parameters: U.S. Army War College Quarterly, 

Spring 2007, 89, http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a485995.pdf; Lawrence Wright, The Looming Tower, (New 

York: Random House, 2011), 36; Johannes J. G. Jansen, The Dual Nature of Islamic Fundamentalism, (New York: 

Cornell University Press, 1997), 50.  

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/muslim-brotherhood
https://www.counterextremism.com/countries/egypt
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/al-qaeda
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/isis
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/sayyid-qutb
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/khalid-sheikh-mohammed
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/486932/Muslim_Brotherhood_Review_Main_Findings.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/486932/Muslim_Brotherhood_Review_Main_Findings.pdf
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a485995.pdf
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writings while attending Brotherhood camps as a teenager in Kuwait.3 Al-Qaeda leaders Osama 

bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri and ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi all belonged to the 

Brotherhood before assuming roles in their respective terror networks. As a result of these 

foundations, violent extremist groups such as ISIS serve as an extension of core Brotherhood 

ideology.4  

 

The Brotherhood officially maintains a platform of non-violence but has nevertheless supported 

violent terrorism across the Middle East. Egyptian authorities have directly connected the 

Brotherhood to violence in Egypt since the 2013 fall of the Brotherhood-led government there. 

Egypt labeled the Brotherhood a terrorist organization in December 2013 after authorities linked 

the organization to a car bombing that killed 14 people.5 Further, the Brotherhood has supported 

the violent policies of its Palestinian offshoot, the internationally designated terror group Hamas. 

Hamas’s 1988 charter describes it specifically as “one of the wings of the Moslem Brotherhood 

in Palestine,”6 and the group enjoyed close relations with Egypt’s Brotherhood-led government 

in 2012.7 Egyptian authorities accused Hamas and the Brotherhood of collaborating in the June 

29, 2015, assassination of Egyptian Public Prosecutor Hisham Barakat.8 Hamas leaders have 

                                                      
3 National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States, Thomas H. Kean, and Lee Hamilton. 2004. The 

9/11 Commission report: final report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States. 

(Washington, D.C.): 145, http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/911/report/911Report.pdf;  

Terry McDermott, “The Mastermind,” New Yorker, September 30, 2010, 

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/09/13/the-mastermind; Dale C. Eikmeier, “Qutbsim: An Ideology of 

Islamic-Facism,” U.S. Army War College 37, no. 1 (2007): 89, http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a485995.pdf.  
4 “JORDANIAN INTELLECTUAL FEHMI JADAANE: ISIS IS NOT THAT DIFFERENT IDEOLOGICALLY 

FROM THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD,” MEMRI, November 27, 2015, https://www.memri.org/tv/jordanian-

intellectual-fehmi-jadaane-isis-not-different-ideologically-muslim-brotherhood; Ariel Ben Solomon, “ISIS and 

Muslim Brotherhood Share ‘Same Ideology with Different Actions,’” Jerusalem Post, December 13, 2015, 

https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/ISIS-and-Muslim-Brotherhood-share-same-ideology-with-different-actions-

437214. 
5 “Egypt: Muslim Brotherhood branded ‘terrorist group’ after bombing,” Telegraph (London), December 24, 2013, 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/10536505/Egypt-Muslim-Brotherhood-

branded-terrorist-group-after-bombing.html.  
6 “The Covenant of the Islamic Resistance Movement,” Avalon Project, Yale Law School, August 18, 1988, 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/hamas.asp.  
7 Associated Press, “Egypt Court: Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas, And Hezbollah Broke President Morsi Out Of Jail 

in 2011,” Business Insider, June 23, 2013, http://www.businessinsider.com/how-president-morsi-got-out-of-jail-in-

2011-2013-6; “Egypt: Mohammed Morsi accused of conspiring with Hamas,” Telegraph (London), July 26, 2013, 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/10205552/Egypt-Mohammed-Morsi-

accused-of-conspiring-with-Hamas.html; McClatchy, “Morsi’s ouster a ‘nightmare’ for Hamas rulers in Gaza Strip,” 

Olympian, July 8, 2013, https://www.theolympian.com/news/nation-world/national/article25318465.html.  
8 Reuters, “Egypt arrests militants, links them to Muslim Brotherhood,” Yahoo News, November 4, 2016, 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/egypt-arrests-militants-links-them-muslim-brotherhood-082447987.html?ref=gs;  

Nour Youssef, “Egypt Says Muslim Brotherhood, Backed by Hamas, Killed Top Prosecutor,” New York Times, 

March 6, 2016, http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/07/world/middleeast/egypt-says-muslim-brotherhood-backed-by-

hamas-killed-top-prosecutor.html; “Egypt Hisham Barakat killing: 30 sentenced to death,” BBC News, June 17, 

2017, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-40313267.  

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/osama-bin-laden
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/osama-bin-laden
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/ayman-al-zawahiri
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/abu-bakr-al-baghdadi
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/hamas
http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/911/report/911Report.pdf
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/09/13/the-mastermind
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a485995.pdf
https://www.memri.org/tv/jordanian-intellectual-fehmi-jadaane-isis-not-different-ideologically-muslim-brotherhood
https://www.memri.org/tv/jordanian-intellectual-fehmi-jadaane-isis-not-different-ideologically-muslim-brotherhood
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/ISIS-and-Muslim-Brotherhood-share-same-ideology-with-different-actions-437214
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/ISIS-and-Muslim-Brotherhood-share-same-ideology-with-different-actions-437214
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/10536505/Egypt-Muslim-Brotherhood-branded-terrorist-group-after-bombing.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/10536505/Egypt-Muslim-Brotherhood-branded-terrorist-group-after-bombing.html
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/hamas.asp
http://www.businessinsider.com/how-president-morsi-got-out-of-jail-in-2011-2013-6
http://www.businessinsider.com/how-president-morsi-got-out-of-jail-in-2011-2013-6
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/10205552/Egypt-Mohammed-Morsi-accused-of-conspiring-with-Hamas.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/10205552/Egypt-Mohammed-Morsi-accused-of-conspiring-with-Hamas.html
https://www.theolympian.com/news/nation-world/national/article25318465.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/egypt-arrests-militants-links-them-muslim-brotherhood-082447987.html?ref=gs
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/07/world/middleeast/egypt-says-muslim-brotherhood-backed-by-hamas-killed-top-prosecutor.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/07/world/middleeast/egypt-says-muslim-brotherhood-backed-by-hamas-killed-top-prosecutor.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-40313267
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since disavowed any ties to the Brotherhood, but have at the same time insisted that the original 

charter—and its language in support of the Brotherhood—remains in effect.9  

 

CEP has also recorded links between specific Brotherhood members and terror financing and 

recruitment. Violent extremists have used Brotherhood ideological materials as a gateway to 

more violent philosophies. For example, ISIS recruiter Ibrahim Osama introduced Turkish 

foreign fighter Huseyin Mustafa Peri to the concept of jihad through Brotherhood literature 

before recruiting him to fight for ISIS in Syria.10 Senior Brotherhood member Mohammad Jamal 

Khalifa was arrested in 1994 in connection with the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. Prior to 

his death in 2007, authorities linked Khalifa to the financing of al-Qaeda, his brother-in-law 

Osama bin Laden, and the Philippines-based Abu Sayyaf Group.11           

 

CEP has recorded 44 extremist entities—40 individuals and four terrorist organizations—

with ties to the Muslim Brotherhood.  

 

 

Individuals 

 

1. Mahmoud Abdel-Latif [no image] (Foreign Policy, BBC News, Hudson Institute) 

a. Domestic terrorist. Muslim Brotherhood member who attempted to assassinate 

Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser on October 26, 1954. Nasser launched a 

violent crackdown on the Brotherhood in response. 

2. Abdullah Azzam (Slate, Daily Beast, Time, Institute for National Security Studies) 

a. Political leader. Palestinian Islamist preacher who helped found al-Qaeda, Hamas, 

and Lashkar-e-Taiba. Often referred to as the father of global jihad. Instrumental 

in recruiting foreign fighters to Afghanistan in the 1980s. Theorized that Muslims 

should fight a single, global jihad against their enemies as opposed to smaller, 

separate national fights. Served as Osama bin Laden’s mentor, and reportedly 

influenced such notorious terrorists as Abu Musab al-Zarqawi and Anwar al-

Awlaki. Belonged to the Islamic Movement, a branch of the Muslim Brotherhood 

in the Palestinian territories in the 1960s. The movement evolved into Hamas in 

1987. Helped write Hamas’s founding charter. Following Azzam’s death, Hamas 

included Azzam at the top of its list of martyrs. Bin Laden admitted in a 

December 1989 Al Jazeera interview that Azzam had openly supported Hamas 

financially and ideologically. 

3. Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi (SITE Institute, Guardian, Brookings Institution) 

                                                      
9 Jack Khoury, “Hamas Denies Links With Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and Elsewhere,” Haaretz (Jerusalem), 

March 23, 2016, http://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/.premium-1.710423; “New Hamas policy document 

‘aims to soften image,’” BBC News, May 1, 2017, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39744551.  
10 Amberin Zaman, “Captured fighter details Islamic State's Turkey connection,” Al-Monitor, June 17, 2015, 

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/turkey-syria-iraq-isis-new-turkish-unit-lures-kurds.html.  
11 Bill Roggio, “Mohammed Jamal Khalifa, Osama bin Laden’s brother-in-law, killed in Madagascar,” Long War 

Journal, January 31, 2007, https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2007/01/mohammed_jamal_khali.php.  

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/abu-sayyaf-group-asg
https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/07/17/echoes-of-nasser/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-12313405
http://www.hudson.org/research/9687-victory-or-death-the-muslim-brotherhood-in-the-trenches
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/abdullah-azzam
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2002/04/abdullah-azzam.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/abdullah-azzam-spiritual-father-of-911-attacks-ideas-live-on
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1902809_1902810_1905173-1,00.html
http://www.inss.org.il/uploadimages/Import/(FILE)1298359986.pdf
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/abu-bakr-al-baghdadi
https://news.siteintelgroup.com/Jihadist-News/isis-spokesman-declares-caliphate-rebrands-group-as-islamic-state.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/15/long-hunt-for-isis-leader-abu-bakr-al-baghdadi
http://www.brookings.edu/research/essays/2015/thebeliever
http://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/.premium-1.710423
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39744551
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/turkey-syria-iraq-isis-new-turkish-unit-lures-kurds.html
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2007/01/mohammed_jamal_khali.php
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a. ISIS’s self-appointed caliph since June 2014. In hiding since the collapse of 

ISIS’s caliphate in Syria and Iraq. Joined the Brotherhood at the behest of his 

paternal uncle, Ismail al-Badri, while in graduate school in the 1990s at Iraq’s 

Saddam University for Islamic Studies. Reportedly read the works of Muslim 

Brotherhood leaders who had espoused jihadism. Baghdadi’s older brother, 

Jum’a, also belonged to the Brotherhood. Reportedly grew impatient with the 

mainstream Brotherhood by 2000 for what he saw as their prioritization of theory 

over action. 

4. Hassan al-Banna (Al Jazeera, Al Jazeera, BBC News, Oxford Islamic Studies Online, 

Jerusalem Post, Telegraph, IDC Herzliya) 

a. Political leader. Founder of Muslim Brotherhood. Formed the Brotherhood’s 

underground military wing, the “secret apparatus,” in the 1940s. Crafted a 

philosophy called “The Art of Death,” reminding Brotherhood members of the 

prophetic saying that “He who dies and has not fought and was not resolved to 

fight, has died a jahiliyya [non-Muslim, or ignorant] death.” Assassinated in 

February 1949 by the Egyptian secret service in retaliation for the December 1948 

assassination of Egyptian Prime Minister Mahmoud an-Nuqrashi Pasha by 

members of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

5. Mohammed Badie (Ahram Online, Al Jazeera, Al Jazeera) 

a. Political leader. Official supreme guide (murshid) of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

Serving a life sentence in Egypt on multiple charges of planning and inciting 

violent attacks following the July 2013 coup against Egyptian President 

Mohammed Morsi. Mahmoud Ezzat has acted as the Brotherhood’s temporary 

supreme guide since Badie’s arrest in August 2013. 

6. Muhammad al-Beltagy [image] (Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Christian 

Science Monitor, Ahram Online, New York Times, Agence France-Presse, Reuters) 

a. Political leader. First elected to the Egyptian People’s Assembly in 2005 as a 

member of the Muslim Brotherhood. Began protesting the Egyptian government 

after losing reelection in 2010. Arrested by Israeli forces in 2010 after 

participating in Turkey’s aid flotilla to the Gaza Strip. Convinced the Muslim 

Brotherhood to support the revolution against Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 

in 2011. Arranged for Brotherhood ideologue Yusuf al-Qaradawi’s February 2011 

Tahrir Square speech after Mubarak’s removal from office, during which 

Qaradawi called on protesters to maintain pressure on the Egyptian government. 

Helped establish the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice political party 

after Mubarak’s removal from office. Served in the Egyptian parliament as a 

Brotherhood representative. Arrested in August 2013 for involvement in violent 

protests after the 2012 fall of the Brotherhood-led government. Sentenced to life 

in prison. 

7. Osama bin Laden (Atlantic, New York Times, Long War Journal) 

a. International terrorist. Co-founder and leader of al-Qaeda, notorious for 

orchestrating the September 11, 2001, attacks that killed nearly 3,000 people. 

Killed May 2, 2011, during a U.S. raid in Pakistan. Belonged to the Brotherhood’s 

chapter in the Arabian Peninsula, according to al-Qaeda co-founder Ayman al-

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/hassan-al-banna
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/08/myths-realities-muslim-brothers--20148129319751298.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/2011/02/201126101349142168.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-12313405
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t9001/e027
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/A-portrait-of-Muslim-Brotherhoods-supreme-authority
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1494397/Two-faces-of-one-of-Islams-most-important-clerics.html
https://www.idc.ac.il/he/research/ips/Documents/2013/%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%AA/Egypt.pdf
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/mohammed-badie
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/0/79499/Egypt/0/Egypts-Brotherhood-names-new-acting-supreme-guide.aspx
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/09/egypt-sentences-mb-leader-25-years-jail-2014915141248871602.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/05/egypt-issues-life-sentence-muslim-brotherhood-chief-170508151622974.html
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/74734/Egypt/Politics-/Probe-with-Brotherhoods-ElBeltagy-over-insulting-j.aspx
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/whos-who-in-the-muslim-brotherhood
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2011/0218/Egypt-revolution-unfinished-Qaradawi-tells-Tahrir-masses
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2011/0218/Egypt-revolution-unfinished-Qaradawi-tells-Tahrir-masses
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/74734/Egypt/Politics-/Probe-with-Brotherhoods-ElBeltagy-over-insulting-j.aspx
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/magazine/mohamed-beltagy-future-of-egypt.html
https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2013/08/29/police-arrest-senior-islamist-al-beltagy/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-court/court-jails-egyptian-muslim-brotherhood-leader-for-life-sources-idUSKBN1KX0I0
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/osama-bin-laden
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/05/egypts-muslim-brotherhood-sticks-with-bin-laden/238218/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/02/world/asia/osama-bin-laden-is-killed.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2012/05/osama_bin_laden_on_the_muslim.php
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Zawahiri. In an April 2011 message sent just a week before his death, bin Laden 

said groups like the Brotherhood call only for “half solutions,” but there are 

Salafist streams within the group that recognize the truth. Bin Laden predicted 

that the Brotherhood would align itself with the violent jihadism of al-Qaeda, 

saying “the return of the Brotherhood and those like them to the true Islam is a 

matter of time.” Following bin Laden’s death in 2011, the Brotherhood in Egypt 

released a statement referring to bin Laden by the honorific “sheikh.” The 

Brotherhood also praised the “resistance” in Afghanistan and Iraq, crediting bin 

Laden. 

8. Amr Darrag (Independent, Atlantic Council, Arabi21, Al-Islamiyoun) 

a. Political leader. American-educated senior member of the Muslim Brotherhood 

and founding member of the Egyptian Brotherhood’s outlawed Freedom and 

Justice Party (FJP) on whose platform Mohammed Morsi ran for president in 

2012. Served as Egypt’s former minister of Planning and International 

Cooperation during the last two months of Morsi’s presidency. Retired from 

political work in December 2016 but told media he remained a member and 

supporter of the Muslim Brotherhood.  

9. Mohammed Deif (BBC News, Washington Post) 

a. Military leader. Leader of the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing 

of the Muslim Brotherhood-offshoot Hamas. Masterminded Hamas’s rocket 

launching techniques, as well as suicide bus bombings, soldier kidnappings, and 

tunnel-digging techniques, according to Israeli authorities. 

10. Mahmoud Ezzat (Al Arabiya, Ahram Online, Ikhwanweb: The Muslim Brotherhood's 

Official English web site) 

a. Political leader. Acting supreme guide of the Muslim Brotherhood. Former 

secretary-general of the Muslim Brotherhood who assumed the role of acting 

supreme guide in 2013 following the arrest of Supreme Guide Mohammed Badie. 

In August 2017, a Cairo criminal court accused Ezzat of planning attacks within 

Egypt from abroad and added his name to the country’s national terror list. 

11. Talaat Fahmi (Ikhwanweb: The Muslim Brotherhood’s Official English web site, Middle 

East Eye)  

a. Political leader. Media spokesperson for the Muslim Brotherhood who referred to 

the Egyptian government in June 2016 as the “Zionists’ henchmen.” Reportedly 

based in Turkey and supported by the older generation of Brotherhood leaders. 

12. Mahmoud Ghozlan [image] (Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Financial Times, 

Middle East Monitor, Ahram Online, Albawaba News, The New Arab) 

a. Political leader. Member of Muslim Brotherhood Guidance Office. Previously 

served as secretary-general of the Brotherhood until his 2002 arrest. Released in 

2005 and incarcerated again for eight months in 2007. Acted as a spokesman for 

the Brotherhood in 2012 and 2013. Claimed the Brotherhood would defend 

Brotherhood ideologue Yusuf al-Qaradawi after Dubai’s police chief threatened 

his arrest for criticizing the United Arab Emirates’ deportation of several 

supporters of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Sentenced to death in Egypt in 

2015, along with other Brotherhood members, for incitement to murder during 

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/amr-darrag
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/amr-darrag-exmuslim-brotherhood-minister-in-exile-still-believes-egypts-military-regime-can-be-replaced-with-moderate-islamic-rule-10227129.html
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/egyptsource/profiling-egypts-new-ministers
https://arabi21.com/story/973163/%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A21-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85
http://islamion.com/news/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%89-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%A8-%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86/
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/mohammed-deif
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/2284055.stm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/mohammed-deif-the-shadowy-figure-who-heads-hamass-military-wing/2014/08/02/ed68c46e-1a85-11e4-85b6-c1451e622637_story.html?utm_term=.0bce6633ba08
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/mahmoud-ezzat
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/08/21/Mahmoud-Ezzat-named-Muslim-Brotherhood-s-new-leader.html
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/276301/Egypt/Politics-/Two-leading-Brotherhood-figures-among--names-added.aspx
http://www.ikhwanweb.com/article.php?id=14456
http://www.ikhwanweb.com/article.php?id=14456
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/talaat-fahmi
http://www.ikhwanweb.com/article.php?id=32571
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/egypts-muslim-brotherhood-split-after-row-over-spokesperson-sacking-966712164
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/egypts-muslim-brotherhood-split-after-row-over-spokesperson-sacking-966712164
https://www.counterextremism.com/people/mahmoud-ghozlan
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/whos-who-in-the-muslim-brotherhood
https://www.ft.com/content/4a9d5336-7806-11e1-b437-00144feab49a
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20140207-dr-mahmoud-ghozlan-sisis-comments-indicate-that-the-end-of-the-military-coup-is-near/
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/0/36572/Egypt/0/Tensions-erupt-between-UAE-and-Muslim-Brotherhood.aspx
https://www.albawaba.com/news/muslim-brotherhood-leader-13-others-sentenced-death-egypt-669928
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2018/4/14/egypt-upholds-life-sentence-against-brotherhood-leader-mohamed-badie
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anti-Brotherhood protests in August 2013. Later sentenced to life in prison after 

his death sentence was overturned.  

13. Ismail Haniyeh (Reuters, Times of Israel, AccessADL) 

a. Political leader. U.S.-designated chief of Brotherhood-offshoot Hamas’s political 

bureau. Formerly served as deputy leader of Hamas between 2014 and 2017 and 

as Hamas’s prime minister in Gaza between 2007 and 2014. Has called for and 

supported terrorist violence by Hamas and other Palestinian terrorist groups. 

Joined Yusuf al-Qaradawi’s International Union of Muslim Scholars in 2012 in a 

bid to raise Hamas’s international profile.  

14. Abdel Meguid Ahmed Hassan [no image] (BBC News, New York Times, New York Times) 

a. Domestic terrorist. Member of the Muslim Brotherhood who assassinated 

Egyptian Prime Minister Mahmoud El Nokrashy Pasha on December 28, 1948. 

Hanged on April 25, 1950. Four accomplices received life sentences. Brotherhood 

founder Hassan al-Banna was shot to death shortly after the assassination by an 

unknown gunman in retaliation. 

15. Mahmoud Hussein (Hudson Institute, Ikhwanweb: The Muslim Brotherhood’s Official 

English web site) 

a. Political leader. Longtime member of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood who has 

served as the group’s secretary-general since 2010. While his role as secretary-

general is reportedly contested by members of the Brotherhood’s revolutionary 

youth, Hussein is believed to receive continued support from the group’s older 

generation. 

16. Mohammad Jamal Khalifa [image] (U.S. Congress, Guardian, Long War Journal) 

a. Financier. Saudi businessman and senior Brotherhood leader married to one of 

Osama bin Laden’s sisters. Arrested in the United States in 1994 in connection 

with the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. Reportedly in possession of terror 

training manuals and bin Laden’s phone number at the time of his arrest. Held for 

six months and then deported to Saudi Arabia. Sentenced to death in absentia in 

Jordan for allegedly funding a bombing campaign. Later operated a charity in the 

Philippines that allegedly funneled money to the Abu Sayyaf Group and also 

laundered money for bin Laden. Killed in 2007 in Madagascar in mysterious 

circumstances. 

17. Abul Ala Maududi (U.S. Army War College, Dawn, Great Muslims of Undivided India, 

Vying for Allah’s Vote) 

a. Political leader, propagandist. Islamic theologian and prolific author whose 

theories helped form the tenets of Qutbism, an ideology based on the teachings of 

deceased Muslim Brotherhood ideologue Sayyid Qutb that is believed to have 

influenced numerous violent extremist groups including al-Qaeda and ISIS. 

Founded the political Islamist group Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI) in British India in 

1941. Moved to the United States in 1979 for medical care. Died in Buffalo, New 

York, that September. 

18. Mohamed Montasser (Ikhwanonline, German Council on Foreign Relations, Hudson 

Institute, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Foreign Affairs) 

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/ismail-haniyeh
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-palestinians-gaza-cleric/influential-muslim-cleric-visits-hamas-ruled-gaza-idUSBRE94714Y20130508
http://www.timesofisrael.com/ismail-haniyeh-elected-new-head-of-hamas/?utm_source=The+Times+of+Israel+Daily+Edition&utm_campaign=0dd24464cd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_adb46cec92-0dd24464cd-55118405
http://accessadl.blogspot.com/2012/02/hamas-leader-haniyah-joins-emerging.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-12313405
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1948/12/29/118648828.pdf
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1950/04/26/87099080.pdf
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/mahmoud-hussein
http://www.hudson.org/research/11530-the-brotherhood-divided
http://www.ikhwanweb.com/article.php?id=22710
http://www.ikhwanweb.com/article.php?id=22710
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohammed_Jamal_Khalifa#/media/File:MohammedJamalKhalifa.jpg
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3892?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22muslim+brotherhood+terrorist+designation+act+2015%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2007/mar/02/alqaida.saudiarabia
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2007/01/mohammed_jamal_khali.php
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/abul-ala-maududi
https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a485995.pdf
http://www.dawn.com/news/1154419
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/mohamed-montasser
https://ikhwanonline.info/%D9%86%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%87%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%87-%D9%83%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%AB/
https://dgap.org/en/article/getFullPDF/27762
http://www.hudson.org/research/11530-the-brotherhood-divided
http://www.hudson.org/research/11530-the-brotherhood-divided
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/the-brotherhood-breaks-down
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/egypt/2016-02-04/egypts-new-radicalism
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a. Political leader. Spokesman for the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt from January 

2015 until December 2017. Part of the Brotherhood’s youth wing, which 

promotes a violent response to the perceived repression of the Brotherhood. 

Accused the Brotherhood’s old guard of an ineffective, rigid leadership style, 

while challenging the insistence on non-violent protests. His name is believed to 

be an alias and his true identity is unknown. 

19. Khaled Meshaal (Facebook, CNN, Guardian) 

a. Political leader. Qatar-based former chief of Brotherhood-offshoot Hamas’s 

political bureau for 13 years. Took over Hamas’s political bureau after the 2004 

assassinations of Hamas co-founder Ahmed Yassin and his successor, Abdel Aziz 

Rantisi. Oversaw the violent Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip in 2007 from the 

Palestinian Authority. Stepped down in 2017.  

20. Mohammed Morsi (Reuters, Guardian, Deutsche Welle, Reuters, Reuters, Twitter, Al-

Monitor) 

a. Political leader. Former president of Egypt and longtime member of the Muslim 

Brotherhood. Removed from office in 2013. Currently serving an Egyptian prison 

sentence on charges relating to spying, killing of protesters, and insulting the 

judiciary.  

21. Essam Mustafa [image] (U.S. Department of the Treasury, U.S. Department of the 

Treasury, Telegraph) 

a. Financier. INTERPAL trustee, co-founder and former secretary-general of the 

Union of Good. Formerly served as a member of the executive committee of 

Brotherhood-offshoot Hamas. Photographed alongside Hamas leader Ismail 

Haniyeh in the Gaza Strip in 2014. The U.S. government designated the Saudi 

Arabia-based Union of Good in 2008 as “a broker for Hamas” that facilitates 

financial transactions between charitable organizations and the terror group. A 

group of Hamas leaders created the charity in 2000. Brotherhood ideologue Yusuf 

al-Qaradawi was among the founders of the Union of Good and its first chairman. 

22. Omar Bakri Muhammad (BBC News, New America, Independent, Daily Mail, New York 

Times, The National) 

a. Propagandist. Prominent Sunni Islamist cleric who has a long record of 

supporting terrorism. Former leader of U.K.-based Islamist organizations Hizb ut-

Tahrir and the now proscribed al-Muhajiroun, which British officials have linked 

to multiple terror attacks. Has justified the murder of anyone who does not 

subscribe to an extreme interpretation of Islam. Influenced foreign fighters and 

jihadists including Michael Adebolajo and Michael Adebolawe, who murdered 

British soldier Lee Rigby in May 2013 in London. Rumored to have ties to al-

Qaeda and has called for the group’s flag to be flown over Lebanon’s presidential 

palace. Imprisoned in Lebanon since May 2014 on terrorism charges. Reportedly 

joined the Brotherhood in his native Syria at a young age and radicalized through 

the group, by his own account. The relationship “really took off from the age of 

15,” according to Bakri Muhammad. Reportedly expelled from the Brotherhood 

in 1977. 

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/khaled-meshaal
https://www.facebook.com/alqaradghi/photos/a.593155380697851/1175881159091934/?type=3&theater
http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/09/world/meast/khaled-meshaal-fast-facts/index.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2007/jun/15/israel4
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/mohammed-morsi
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-protests-qaradawi/leading-sunni-cleric-says-in-fatwa-egyptians-should-back-mursi-idUSBRE9650CJ20130706
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/dec/30/egypt-mohamed-morsi-guilty-of-insulting-judiciary
http://www.dw.com/en/first-sentence-confirmed-against-egypts-morsi/a-36121320
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-court/egypt-court-sentences-mursi-to-25-years-in-qatar-spy-case-idUSKCN1BR0ES
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/25/egypt-qatar-idUSL6N0V402Z20150125
https://twitter.com/aliqaradaghi/status/1014202528634814464
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/04/palestine-international-union-of-muslim-scholars-alqaradaghi.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/04/palestine-international-union-of-muslim-scholars-alqaradaghi.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/11398538/How-the-Muslim-Brotherhood-fits-into-a-network-of-extremism.html
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-union-of-good.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/hp1267.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/hp1267.aspx
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/11398538/How-the-Muslim-Brotherhood-fits-into-a-network-of-extremism.html
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/omar-bakri-muhammad
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-11579274
https://www.newamerica.org/international-security/reports/revolution-muslim-islamic-state/the-origin-of-revolution-muslim/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/banned-radical-cleric-sheikh-omar-bakri-mohamed-arrested-in-lebanon-over-links-to-terrorism-9434213.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3377973/Son-Tottenham-Ayatollah-killed-Iraq-sources.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/26/world/middleeast/lebanon-arrests-radical-omar-bakri-muhammad.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/26/world/middleeast/lebanon-arrests-radical-omar-bakri-muhammad.html?_r=0
https://www.thenational.ae/opinion/how-six-islamist-ideologues-shaped-jihadi-activity-in-britain-1.663714
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23. Abd al-Rahman bin ‘Umayr al-Nu’aymi (First Islamic Finance Conference Doha, 

Reuters, U.S. Department of the Treasury, Qaradaghi.com) 

a. Financier. U.S.- and U.N.-sanctioned terrorist financier based in Qatar. The U.S. 

Department of Treasury sanctioned Nu’aymi in December 2013 for providing 

financial support to al-Qaeda, Lebanon-based Asbat al-Ansar, al-Qaeda in Iraq, 

and al-Shabaab. As a chief al-Qaeda financier, Nu’aymi has channeled millions of 

dollars from primarily Qatari-based donors to al-Qaeda affiliates in Yemen, Syria, 

Somalia, and Iraq. Nu’aymi is a co-founder of the Sheikh Eid bin Mohammed al-

Thani Charity, of which Ali al-Qaradaghi was also a founding member. 

24. Ahmed Idris Nasreddin [no image] (U.S. Department of the Treasury, U.S. Department 

of the Treasury) 

a. Financier. Internationally designated financier of terrorism who was a director of 

Bahamas-based Bank Al Taqwa, created in 1988 with Brotherhood backing. The 

bank facilitated financing to al-Qaeda, Hamas, and other terror groups. The U.S. 

Department of the Treasury designated Nasreddin in 2002 and removed him from 

its financial sanctions list in 2007. 

25. Huseyin Mustafa Peri [image] (Al-Monitor) 

a. Foreign fighter. Turkish college dropout who began reading Brotherhood 

materials supplied by ISIS recruiter Ibrahim Osama. Osama then helped Peri 

become a foreign fighter for ISIS in Syria in 2014. Captured by Turkish forces in 

Syria in June 2015.  

26. Yusuf al-Qaradawi (Al-Monitor, Al Jazeera, Reuters, Reuters, Middle East Monitor, 

Marefa, Twitter, Twitter, Fox News, Guardian, Al Jazeera, Egypt Today) 

a. Propagandist. Qatar-based Islamist theologian and the unofficial chief ideologue 

of the Muslim Brotherhood. Co-founder of the International Union of Muslim 

Scholars (IUMS). Served as president of the IUMS until November 2018. Has 

supported jihad in Syria, as well as suicide bombings and terrorism against 

Americans and Israelis. Designated a terrorist by Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 

Emirates, Bahrain, and Egypt. Barred from entering the United States, United 

Kingdom, France, and Tunisia. 

27. Ali al-Qaradaghi (Al-Monitor, Reuters, Al-Monitor, Middle East Monitor, Marefa) 

a. Propagandist. Secretary-general of the International Union of Muslim Scholars 

(IUMS). Has publicly stated Hamas is “defending the rights of the nation” and the 

IUMS views Hamas “from the perspective of the Palestinian cause, which must 

remain the pre-eminent cause not just for the union but for all Arabs, Muslims and 

free humanitarians of the world.” Brotherhood ideologue Yusuf al-Qaradawi 

handpicked Qaradaghi as secretary-general in 2010. Qaradaghi has defended 

Qaradawi from accusations of supporting terrorism, though both have been vocal 

advocates for the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas.  

28. Sayyid Qutb (The Looming Tower, Parameters: U.S. Army War College Quarterly, BBC 

News, Foreign Policy) 

a. Political leader. Lead theologian of the Muslim Brotherhood until his execution 

on August 29, 1966. Conspired with the Free Officers—a secular, nationalist, 

pan-Arab movement headed by Gamal Abdel Nasser—to overthrow the ruler of 

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/abd-al-rahman-bin-umayr-al-nuaymi
http://archive.is/uTGCC#selection-321.24-321.63
https://gulfnews.com/world/gulf/qatar/qatar-linked-people-groups-on-terror-list-1.2040686
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/pages/jl2249.aspx
http://www.qaradaghi.com/Details.aspx?ID=4
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/po3380.aspx
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2007/11/23/E7-22897/unblocking-of-specially-designated-national-pursuant-to-executive-order-13224
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2007/11/23/E7-22897/unblocking-of-specially-designated-national-pursuant-to-executive-order-13224
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/turkey-syria-iraq-isis-new-turkish-unit-lures-kurds.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/turkey-syria-iraq-isis-new-turkish-unit-lures-kurds.html
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/yusuf-al-qaradawi
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/04/palestine-international-union-of-muslim-scholars-alqaradaghi.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/archive/2004/01/2008410145045889729.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/gulf-qatar/islamist-group-rejects-terrorism-charge-by-states-boycotting-qatar-idUSL8N1O12V8
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-syria-crisis-qaradawi/leading-sunni-muslim-cleric-calls-for-jihad-in-syria-idUSBRE9500CQ20130601
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20181109-international-union-of-muslim-scholars-rejects-normalisation-with-israel-and-calls-for-release-of-prisoners-of-conscience/
https://www.marefa.org/%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A_%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%8A_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%87_%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%BA%D9%8A
https://twitter.com/drassagheer/status/1072795513018376193
https://twitter.com/qatarileaks/status/999723958457921537
https://www.foxnews.com/world/white-house-support-of-muslim-brotherhood-leaves-some-in-middle-east-puzzled
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2008/feb/07/religion.politics
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/europe/2012/03/201232920819671322.html
http://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/7688/Tunisia-bans-Yusuf-al-Qaradawi-from-entering-the-country
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/ali-al-qaradaghi
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/04/palestine-international-union-of-muslim-scholars-alqaradaghi.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/gulf-qatar/islamist-group-rejects-terrorism-charge-by-states-boycotting-qatar-idUSL8N1O12V8
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/04/palestine-international-union-of-muslim-scholars-alqaradaghi.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20181109-international-union-of-muslim-scholars-rejects-normalisation-with-israel-and-calls-for-release-of-prisoners-of-conscience/
https://www.marefa.org/%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A_%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%8A_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%87_%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%BA%D9%8A
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/sayyid-qutb
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a485995.pdf
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/september/7/newsid_3074000/3074069.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/september/7/newsid_3074000/3074069.stm
http://foreignpolicy.com/2013/07/17/echoes-of-nasser/
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the British-tied Egyptian monarchy, King Farouk. Imprisoned after the 

Brotherhood’s failed 1954 assassination attempt against Egyptian President 

Gamal Abdel Nasser. Re-popularized the Islamic concept of takfir, by which 

Muslims serving a secular ruler are rendered apostates and thus legitimate targets 

of execution. His writings—particularly Milestones and In the Shade of the 

Quran—are believed to have inspired the leaders of future Islamist terror groups, 

including al-Qaeda founders Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri. 

29. Ahmed Abdel Rahman (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Washington 

Institute for Near East Policy) 

a. Political leader. Longtime member of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and head 

of its Office for Egyptians Abroad in Istanbul, Turkey. Manages the affairs of 

exiled Brotherhood members, as well as the activities of younger leaders on the 

ground in Egypt. 

30. Abdel Aziz Rantisi [image] (New York Times, Guardian) 

a. Political leader. Co-founder of Hamas in 1987 as the Palestinian branch of the 

Muslim Brotherhood. Assumed the Hamas leadership after the March 2004 

assassination of Hamas leader and co-founder Ahmed Yassin in an Israeli 

airstrike. Killed in an April 17, 2004, Israeli airstrike. 

31. Ahmad Al-Raysuni [image] (Middle East Monitor, Moroccan Times, Daily Sabah, Al 

Arabiya, AccessADL) 

a. Religious leader. President of the International Union of Muslim Scholars 

(IUMS). Citizen of Morocco who has been critical of the Moroccan government 

and called French a dying language. Formerly served as vice president of the 

IUMS before becoming its president in November 2018. The IUMS includes 

among its members Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh. Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the 

United Arab Emirates, and Bahrain added the IUMS to its collective terrorism list 

in February 2017 for the group’s “work to promote terrorism through the 

exploitation of Islamic discourse, which they use as cover to carry out various 

terrorist activities.” Replaced Yusuf al-Qaradawi as president of the IUMS in 

November 2018. Qaradawi first appointed Raysuni as his deputy in 2013.  

32. Abd Al-Sabour Shahin [image] (MEMRI, MEMRI) 

a. Academic. Professor at Cairo University who claimed that a “dirty Zionist” 

fabricated the September 11, 2001, attacks to justify attacking Islam. Died in 

2010. Declared his support for Qaradawi’s 2004 fatwa calling for the murder of 

U.S. civilians in Iraq. Declared that he supports Qaradawi’s “Fatwa one-hundred 

percent, since if it were not for the occupation [the American civilians] would not 

be coming to Iraq….” He noted that Europeans in Iraq should be protected. 

33. Khairat el-Shater (Reuters, Reuters, Ahram Online, The National, Deutsche Welle, Wall 

Street Journal) 

a. Political leader. Imprisoned deputy supreme guide and a chief financier of the 

Muslim Brotherhood who plays a key role in policymaking and as a chief 

strategist, though it is unclear to what extent he currently operates from prison. 

The organization’s first candidate for the Egyptian presidency in 2012 before he 

was banned from running, allowing for Mohammed Morsi to replace him and win 

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/ahmed-abdel-rahman
http://carnegieendowment.org/2015/07/13/struggle-for-leadership-of-egypt-s-muslim-brotherhood-pub-60678
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/egypts-muslim-brotherhood-gets-a-facelift
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/egypts-muslim-brotherhood-gets-a-facelift
https://mfa.gov.il/mfa/foreignpolicy/terrorism/palestinian/pages/abdel%20aziz%20rantisi.aspx
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/03/22/world/leader-of-hamas-killed-by-missile-in-israeli-strike.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/apr/18/israel
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170617-muslim-scholar-hails-turkish-role-in-qatari-crisis/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20181109-international-union-of-muslim-scholars-rejects-normalisation-with-israel-and-calls-for-release-of-prisoners-of-conscience/
http://themoroccantimes.com/2015/11/17151/raissouni-belmokhtar-worst-minister-education-morocco
https://www.dailysabah.com/mideast/2017/11/23/saudi-led-bloc-blacklist-scholars-union-individuals-as-terrorists-in-qatar-boycott
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/features/2018/11/27/How-Qaradawi-s-choice-of-successor-reveals-disputes-among-the-Muslim-Brotherhood.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/features/2018/11/27/How-Qaradawi-s-choice-of-successor-reveals-disputes-among-the-Muslim-Brotherhood.html
http://accessadl.blogspot.com/2012/02/hamas-leader-haniyah-joins-emerging.html
http://www.abdussabourshahin.com/en/pages/images
https://www.memri.org/reports/reactions-sheikh-al-qaradhawis-fatwa-calling-abduction-and-killing-american-civilians-iraq
https://www.memri.org/tv/egyptian-professor-abd-al-sabour-shahin-muslims-had-nothing-do-911-attack-empire-state-building/transcript
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/khairat-el-shater
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-mursi/egypt-court-hands-mursi-death-sentence-in-blow-to-muslim-brotherhood-idUSKBN0OW0XC20150616
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-protests-shater/egypt-brotherhood-deputy-leader-shater-arrested-idUSBRE96410L20130705
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/75815/Egypt/Politics-/Muslim-Brotherhoods-secondman-ElShater-arrested-Se.aspx
https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/khairat-al-shater-muslim-brotherhood-power-broker-and-now-target-of-egyptian-anger-1.597207
http://www.dw.com/en/egypts-mohammed-morsi-faces-another-death-sentence/a-19339362
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702304765304577482690379062050
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702304765304577482690379062050
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the runoff presidential election. Arrested numerous times on charges ranging from 

terrorism and inciting violence against protesters to profiteering and money 

laundering. Imprisoned in Egypt since July 5, 2013, on charges of inciting 

violence in the days before Morsi’s 2013 ouster and for spying for Hamas. 

34. Khalid Sheikh Mohammed (New Yorker, Guardian, Long War Journal, 9/11 Commission 

Report) 

a. International terrorist. Al-Qaeda operative and self-professed mastermind of the 

9/11 attacks. Claims to have planned or helped to plan 30 other terrorist attacks or 

plots. Held at the U.S. detention center at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. His older 

brother Zahed became a Brotherhood student leader at Kuwait University and 

inspired Sheikh Mohammed to begin attending Brotherhood-run camps in Kuwait 

at the age of 16. 

35. Hani al-Sibai (The National, Telegraph, Telegraph, U.S. Department of the Treasury, 

Guardian) 

a. Propagandist. U.S. and U.N.-designated Islamist preacher and recruiter located in 

London. The United Kingdom is legally unable to deport him because of the 

threat of torture or death in his native Egypt. Has provided “training and 

providing material support to al Qaida, as well as conspiring to commit terrorist 

acts,” according to U.S. Treasury. Suspected of radicalizing Mohammed Emwazi, 

better known as the ISIS terrorist Jihadi John. Convicted of plotting terror attacks 

in Egypt. Previously acted as legal counsel for the Brotherhood and other Islamist 

groups in Egypt and allegedly tortured by Egyptian authorities for this. 

36. Yahya Sinwar (Times of Israel, Times of Israel, Associated Press, U.S. Department of 

State, Ma’an News Agency) 

a. Political leader. U.S.-designated senior leader of the Brotherhood-offshoot Hamas 

with ties to the group’s political and military wings. Elected as Hamas’s political 

chief in the Gaza Strip in February 2017, replacing then-deputy Hamas leader 

Ismail Haniyeh. Founding member of the forerunner of the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam 

Brigades, the military wing of Hamas. Also founded Hamas’s Majd intelligence 

service, which targets alleged collaborators with Israel. Arrested by Israeli 

authorities in 1988 for murdering Palestinian collaborators with Israel, and for his 

role in the capture and murder of two Israeli soldiers. Sentenced in 1989 to four 

life sentences. Released in October 2011 as part of a prisoner swap of 1,000 

Hamas prisoners for kidnapped Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit. 

37. Mohamed Taha Wahdan (Sasa Post, Hudson Institute, Youm7, Ahram Online, 

a. Political leader. Member of the Muslim Brotherhood’s Guidance Office. 

Sentenced to three years in prison in May 2015 for his role in a July 2013 raid on 

the Ismailiya police station in protest of the military coup against Egypt’s 

Brotherhood-led government. Charged in May 2015 while in prison with 

membership in a banned organization and incitement to violence. 

38. Ahmed Yassin [image] (Twitter, Twitter, Council on Foreign Relations, CNN) 

a. Political leader. Co-founder of Hamas in 1987 as the Palestinian branch of the 

Muslim Brotherhood. Convicted in 1989 of ordering Hamas to kidnap and kill 

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/khalid-sheikh-mohammed
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/09/13/the-mastermind
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/30/911-judge-rushed-from-guantanamo-in-medical-emergency
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2012/05/osama_bin_laden_on_the_muslim.php
http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/911/report/911Report.pdf
http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/911/report/911Report.pdf
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/hani-al-sibai
https://www.thenational.ae/opinion/how-six-islamist-ideologues-shaped-jihadi-activity-in-britain-1.663714
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/islamic-state/11563712/Free-to-walk-Londons-streets-the-extremist-preacher-and-mentor-of-Jihadi-John.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1560703/Muslim-terror-suspect-allowed-to-stay-in-UK.html
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/js2960.aspx
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/feb/28/encounter-mohammed-ezzouek-friend-mohammed-emwazi-isis
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/yahya-sinwar
http://www.timesofisrael.com/top-hamas-officer-rumored-killed-by-idf/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-elects-hardliner-yahya-sinwar-as-gaza-chief/
https://www.voanews.com/a/hamas-names-shadowy-militant-as-new-leader-in-gaza/3721281.html
https://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/other/des/266520.htm
https://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/other/des/266520.htm
https://www.maannews.com/Content.aspx?id=775451
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/mohamed-taha-wahdan
http://www.sasapost.com/muslim-brotherhood-crisis-2015/
http://www.hudson.org/research/11530-the-brotherhood-divided
https://www.youm7.com/story/2015/5/28/%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%B7%D9%87-%D9%88%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%82%D9%88%D8%B7-%D8%B9%D8%B6%D9%88/2201254
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/186047/Egypt/Politics-/Egyptian-military-court-hands-year-prison-sentence.aspx
https://www.counterextremism.com/people/ahmed-yassin
https://twitter.com/aliqaradaghi/status/712195917970075648
https://twitter.com/aliqaradaghi/status/712199451423711232
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two Israeli soldiers. Released from prison in 1997. Killed in a March 2004 Israeli 

airstrike.   

39. Abd al-Majeed al-Zindani (New York Times, U.S. Department of the Treasury, U.S. 

Department of the Treasury, U.N. Security Council, Al-Monitor) 

a. Financier. U.S.- and U.N.-designated recruiter and fundraiser for al-Qaeda and a 

reported “one-time mentor of Osama bin Laden,” according to the New York 

Times. The U.S. Treasury accuses al-Zindani of actively recruiting for al-Qaeda 

training camps and playing a “key role” in purchasing weapons for the terror 

group and of financially supporting Muslim Brotherhood-offshoot Hamas. 

Provided “direct support to terrorism” and has directly influenced al-Qaeda 

leaders, according to the United Nations. Co-founded Yemen’s al-Islah (Reform) 

party, the local political arm of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

40. Ayman al-Zawahiri (BBC News, U.S. Department of State, Daily News Egypt, Jerusalem 

Post) 

a. Political leader. Co-founded al-Qaeda with Osama bin Laden in 1988. Previously 

joined the then-outlawed Brotherhood as a teenager in Egypt, for which he was 

arrested at age 15. Went on to join the Egyptian Islamic Jihad (EIJ) in 1973. 

Arrested with other EIJ members in 1981 for the assassination of President Anwar 

al-Sadat. Condemned Egypt’s crackdown on the Muslim Brotherhood in 2014 and 

called on followers to kidnap Westerners. Zawahiri’s brother Muhammad al-

Zawahiri reportedly colluded with then-Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi in 

2012. 

 
 

Terrorist Organizations 

 

1. Al-Qaeda (Frontline, BBC News, BBC News, U.S. Congress) 

a. Terrorist organization. Transnational jihadist network that seeks to establish a 

caliphate (global Muslim state) under sharia. Believes it is fighting a “defensive 

jihad” against the United States and its allies, defending Muslim lands from the 

“new crusade led by America against the Islamic nations….” Most notoriously 

responsible for the multiple attacks on the United States on September 11, 2001, 

that killed nearly 3,000 people. Brotherhood Supreme Guide Mohammed Badie 

gave a 2010 sermon that paralleled the 1996 al-Qaeda declaration targeting the 

West, calling for resistance through “jihad and sacrifice and by raising a jihadi 

generation that pursues death just as the enemies pursue life.” Several al-Qaeda 

leaders have also passed through the Brotherhood, including Osama bin Laden, 

Ayman al-Zawahiri, and Khalid Sheikh Mohamed. 

2. Hamas (Reuters, U.S. Department of State, Al-Monitor, BBC News, BBC News, Public 

Safety Canada) 

a. Terrorist organization. Muslim Brotherhood offshoot based in the Gaza Strip and 

Qatar. Designated as a terrorist organization by United States, European Union, 

Australia, and multiple other countries. Responsible for dozens of suicide 

bombings, shootings, and rocket attacks that have killed U.S. and Israeli citizens. 
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Calls for the destruction of Israel and the creation of an Islamic Palestinians state 

in its place. International Union of Muslim Scholars Secretary-General Ali al-

Qaradaghi has said Hamas is “defending the rights of the nation” and the IUMS 

views Hamas “from the perspective of the Palestinian cause, which must remain 

the pre-eminent cause not just for the union but for all Arabs, Muslims and free 

humanitarians of the world.” 

3. ISIS (The New Arab, Al-Monitor, Jerusalem Post) 

a. Terrorist organization. ISIS has publicly scorned the Brotherhood as a 

“devastating cancer” devoted to the religion of democracy rather than Allah. 

Despite their operational differences, the Brotherhood has provided the platform 

used to indoctrinate young men into Islamism and a bridge for recruits to graduate 

into the more violent Islamism of ISIS. Factions within the groups have also 

supported each other based on shared goals, common enemies, and support for a 

united Islamist front. 

4. Nusra Front (Jabhat Fateh al-Sham) (The National, Reuters) 

a. Terrorist organization. Syrian rebel group dedicated to replacing President Bashar 

al-Assad’s government with an Islamist regime. Nusra Front leader Abu 

Muhammad al-Golani has been critical of the Brotherhood for deviating from 

traditional Islamic teachings, yet the Nusra Front has been documented using 

materials from the Brotherhood in the group’s religious indoctrination program. 

The Brotherhood defended the Nusra Front in 2012 after the United States labeled 

the group a terrorist organization, calling the designation “very wrong and too 

hasty” given what he called the “grey atmosphere” at the time in Syria. 
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