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CEP – KAS  - Monitoring Sahel 
 

By Pieter Van Ostaeyen  

 

Report XXIV – (May 11, 2023 – May 18, 2023) 

 

May 12: 

 

• an-Naba’ 390 - Statements by ISGS / ISSP – Mali 
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Summary: 

 

• Clashes with al-Qaeda (JNIM) militants in northern Mali, an area that has been 

contested for months. In total 50 JNIM members were killed in operations in Mali, 

Niger and Burkina Faso.  

• Two months ago, JNIM militants started a massive campaign targeting the Islamic 

State’s ISGS/ISGS Mujahidin from different locations: (Menaka), (Kidal), (Tenne) and 
(Zaoutine – Algeria). The campaign was aiming to eradicate ISSP forces from the 

area (Northern-Mali / Niger). For months ISSP fought with al-Qaeda and its affiliates 

that even received air-support from the Malian army. AQ and affiliate forces suffered 

severe losses. Most important battles were fought at (Taltite), (Ghazraghan) and 

(Isel). 

• JNIM is enticing villagers to fight the Islamic State. The Islamic State claims JNIM is 

forcing local youth to join its ranks and coerces the local population to pay taxes for 

“protection”, despite the fact that these villagers had excellent relationships with the 
Mujahidin. 

• Taking over al-Qaeda bases in (Tadrimin). In the last battle on (Sha’ban 9) in the 
town (Isil) in the area of (Menaka) al-Qaeda deployed all its troops and used booby 

traps against the Mujahidin’s defences but their plan was foiled. Dozens of their 

fighters and a number of leaders were killed. After the battle JNIM fled to the north, 

(Kidal) and (Tni Zawatani) leaving all these deluded villagers behind. 

• On Monday (Ramadan 19) the soldiers of the caliphate attacked JNIM in several 

villages north of (Menaka) in order to disperse their forces with the help of the local 

population. Their leaders fled and JNIM showed very low morale in battle.  
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• After JNIM was expelled from the area ISSP engaged in Da’wa (preaching, 
proselytization) among the “liberated” population. The Islamic State claims they are 

taking care of those left behind by JNIM. 

• A spy of the Crusaders killed. In the roadblocks between (Menaka) and (Gao) the 

Mujahidin captured a Crusader spy in the service of JNIM wanted by the Mujahidin 

since years.  

• Seven members of the Khalad ibn Zawad militia killed. Sunday (Shawwal 17). 4x4 

truck captured near (Tedramin) – (Menaka) – all killed. 

• On (Shawal 19) the Mujahidin ambushed a patrol of the afore mentioned militia and 

killed an officer and a military trainer. Weapons, ammunition and other gear was 

looted. 

• 16 Burkinabe militia members killed. On (Ramadan 1) 3 Burkinabe pro-government 

militia members were killed in (Douri) – Burkina Faso. Next day 12 militia members 

were killed in an attack on a convoy. 3 trucks destroyed, 1 4X4 and 2 motorcycles 

captured. 

• Burning of an army spy engaged in the latest campaign. On (Ramadan 4) a Nigerien 

spy / infiltrator was captured, working for the Crusader forces on the border with 

Mali. Since he was accused of “heinous crimes and genocide” directing enemy 

aircrafts to their targets, he was burned alive. 

• 16 al-Qaeda fighters killed in attacks in Burkina Faso. On (Ramadan 5) 10 al-Qaeda 

fighters were killed near (Gourme) Burkina Faso, 4 others were captured and later 

killed. On (Sha’ban 10) one al-Qaeda fighter was captured and beheaded in the 

south-west (Douri). On (Sha’ban 12) a second fighter was killed in the area of 
(Ghorm). 

• On (Sha’ban 16) soldiers of the caliphate killed 3 militia members working for the 
Burkinabe government. 
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• an-Naba’ 390 - Statements by ISWAP - Nigeria 

 

 
 

 

 

Summary: 

 

• Killed and wounded, 4 vehicles destroyed and a base of the Nigerian army burned.    

• In six different attacks in the area of (Borno) and (Yobe) a number of Nigerian 

soldiers were killed or wounded. 3 vehicles were destroyed, two army barracks were 

burned.  

• On Thursday (14 Shawwal) a camp of the Nigerian army was attacked with over 20 

40mm mortar rounds. 

• On Friday soldiers of the caliphate targeted an army patrol on the road between 

(Wajiroko) and (Damboa) in the area of (Borno). One vehicle was destroyed, killing 

and wounding those on board. 

• Dead and wounded and two vehicles destroyed near (Sambisa) and (Alagarno) in 

heavy clashes between soldiers of the caliphate and the Nigerian army that tried to 

approach the positions of the Mujahidin in (Sambisa) forest near (Borno). 
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• On Tuesday (19 Shawwal) similar clashes with the Nigerian army occurred when 

they tried to advance the positions of the Mujahidin in (Alagarno) forest near 

(Borno), some were killed and wounded. 

• On Monday (18 Shawwal) the Mujahidin attacked two barracks of the Nigerian army 

and torched them. No victims reported.  

• A Christian was killed on Saturday (16 Shawwal) in the village (Osmanti) in the area 

of (Yobe). 

• Last week about 15 Nigerian soldiers were killed or wounded, their camp was 

destroyed. A number of Nigerien soldiers were also killed. This in different attacks in 

northern Nigeria and southern Niger. 

 

• az-Zallaqa Media – Mali (statements and translations in French and English) 
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Summary: 

 

• May 2, Nara (Mali), two Malian soldiers killed 

• May 3, Nara – Kalomba (Mali), attack on Wagner forces 

• May 8, Marja – Kalomba (Mali), attack on Wagner forces 

• May 8, Koroninkoto (Kais Province, Mali), ambush, 7 Malian soldiers killed, 8 

wounded. One Mujahid martyred 

• May 10, Faba (Molodo, Mali), IED attack on Wagner patrol, 2 wounded  

 

 

• Statement by ISWAP – Jirari (Cameroon) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية بتوفيق الله تعالى، هاجم جنود الخلافة ثكنة للجيش الكاميروني الكافر، في بلدة )جيغاغي( شمالي  
 .الكاميرون أمس، ما أدى لفراهم منها، واغتنم المجاهدون بندقية، ولله الحمد
 

Summary: May 11, attack on a Cameroonian army camp, no casualties 
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May 13: 

 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Mopti (Mali) 

 

 
 

Summary: May 12, attack on a checkpoint of the Malian army in (Mopti). At least one killed. 

Equipment destroyed, six Kalashnikovs, one motorcycle and ammunition captured 

 

 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Segou (Mali) 
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• Statements by az-Zallaqa Media - Translations in English and French 

 

 
 

 
 

Summary: May 11, three simultaneous strikes on the Malian army in (Neono) in (Segou) 

province. 9 Malian soldiers killed. Two PK’s, one RPG and ammunition captured. 3 
Mujahidin killed.  
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Summary: May 12, attack on a Malian army checkpoint in (Mopti). At least one killed, 

equipment destroyed. Six Kalashnikovs, one motorcycle and ammunition captured. 

 

 

May 14: 

 

• Statement by ISWAP – Argi (Nigeria) 

 

 

 

ولاية غرب إفريقية بتوفيق الله تعالى، اشتبك جنود الخلافة مع دوريات لقوات التحالف الإفريقي، حاولت التقدم نحو مواقع  
 .المجاهدين قرب بلدة )أرغي( بمنطقة )برنو( أول أمس، ما أدى لفرارهم، ولله الحمد
 

Summary: May 12, clashes with African Union forces close to (Argi) Nigeria. No casualties. 

 

 

• Statement by ISWAP – Borso (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية بتوفيق الله تعالى، فجّر جنود الخلافة عبوة ناسفة على دورية للجيش النيجيري المرتد، قرب بلدة 
 .)بورسو( بمنطقة )برنو( يوم الأربعاء الماضي، ما أدى لإعطاب آلية، ولله الحمد

 

Summary: May 10, IED attack on a Nigerian army patrol. (Borso – Borno area). No 

casualties 
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• Statement by ISWAP – Kadamari (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية بتوفيق الله تعالى، هاجم جنود الخلافة ثكنة للجيش النيجيري المرتد، في بلدة )كداماري( بمنطقة )برنو(  
أمس، بالأسلحة الرشاشة، ما أدى لفرارهم وأحرق المجاهدون الثكنة وآلية لهم، واغتنموا بندقيتين ورشاشا ثقيلا، ثم عادوا 
 .إلى مواقعهم سالمين، ولله الحمد
 

Summary: May 13, attack on a Nigerian army camp. (Kadamari). No casualties. Equipment 

destroyed. Two rifles and a machine rifle captured.  

 

 

• ISWAP – picture of the suicide bomber – Lake district (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية صورة: الأخ )عمر الأنصاري( -تقبله الله- منفذّ العملية الاستشهادية على قوات التحالف الإفريقي قرب  
 ()البحيرة( في )برنو

 

Summary: Picture of ‘Umar al-Ansari who committed an SVBIED-attack on forces of the 

African Union in the Lake district (Borno) 
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May 16: 

 

• Statements by A’maq – Borno (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

وكالة أعماق: نحو 50 قتيلا وجريحا في صفوف التحالف الإفريقي بمواجهات عنيفة تخللها هجومان استشهاديان شمال  
 شرق نيجيريا 

 

 

 

نحو 50 قتيلا وجريحا في صفوف التحالف الإفريقي بمواجهات عنيفة تخللها هجومان استشهاديان شمال شرق نيجيريا  
نيجيريا - برنو - وكالة أعماق: لحقت خسائر كبيرة في صفوف التحالف الإفريقي إثر مواجهات عنيفة مع مقاتلي الدولة  
وقالت مصادر عسكرية لوكالة "أعماق" إنّ اشتباكات ضارية اندلعت أول أمس الأحد، بين  .الإسلامية شمال شرق نيجيريا
مقاتلي الدولة الإسلامية وقوات التحالف الإفريقي التي تحاول منذ نحو أسبوعين التوغل في محيط منطقة "البحيرة"  
وأضافت المصادر أنّ مقاتلين استشهاديين انطلقا على متن سيارتين محمّلتين بالمتفجرات صوب قوات  ."بمحافظة "برنو
وأوضحت المصادر أنّ المقاتلين قاما بتفجير سيارتيهما  .العدو وآلياته التي كانت تتمركز على مقربة من موقع الاشتباكات
على قوات العدو، ما أسفر عن تدمير 3 آليات ومقتل وإصابة من فيها، وأكدت المصادر لـ"أعماق" أنّ حصيلة الاشتباكات 
يُشار إلى أنّ اشتباكات مشابهة اندلعت بين الجانبين الأربعاء الماضي بتاريخ )10  .والتفجيرين بلغت نحو 50 قتيلا وجريحا
 .مايو( وتخللها هجوم استشهادي أيضا، ما تسبب بمقتل وإصابة العديد من قوات التحالف الإفريقي

 

Summary: May 14. Almost 50 killed and wounded in the ranks of the African Union during 

heavy clashes after two SVBIED-attacks in the Lake District, North-Eastern Nigeria. The 

attack occurred after the army attempted for two weeks to enter the area of the Mujahidin. 

Three vehicles were destroyed in the SVBIED-attacks, those inside were killed or wounded. 

Similar clashes occurred on May 10 after another SVBIED attack.  
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• Statement by ISWAP – Borno (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

 

ولاية غرب إفريقية مقتل وإصابة 50 عنصرا من التحالف الإفريقي باشتباكات وعمليتين استشهاديتين قرب )البحيرة( 
 شمالي نيجيريا

 

Summary: Names of the SVBIED-attackers: Anis al-Ansari and Abu Fatima al-Ansari 

 

 

• Statement, pictures and translations by az-Zallaqa Media – (Burkina Faso) 
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Summary: 

 

• May 12, (Fabori – Kia Province) 5Burkinabe soldiers killed. Weapons and equipment 

seized. 

• May 13, motorcycle destroyed by an IED attack, one or two killed. 

• May 9, (Tangi – Wahigoya Province). No casualties. Equipment seized.  
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• Statement pictures by az-Zallaqa Media – Kais (Mali) 
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Summary: 

 

• May 15, (Milga – Yalaymani, Kais Province). Two attacks a Malian army checkpoint. 

At least two killed. Equipment looted and destroyed. 

• May 13, (Dogofiri – Jabali). Malian army vehicle destroyed by IED. Vehicle 

destroyed, casualties assumed. 

 

 

May 17: 

 

• Picture set by ISWAP (6 pictures) - Alagorno (Nigeria) 
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 (ولاية غرب إفريقية صور: جانب من اشتباكات جنود الخلافة مع الجيش النيجيري المرتد قرب غابات )ألغارنو( في )برنو

 

Summary: clashes with Nigerian army in (Alagorno – Borno) 

 

 

• Picture set by ISGS / ISSP (17 pictures) – Tadramin (Mali) 
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ولاية الساحل تقرير مصور )1(: جانب من سيطرة جنود الخلافة على معاقل ميليشيا القاعدة المرتدة في بلدة )تدرمين( 
 ومحيطها شمالي مالي

 

Summary: (Tadramin – Mali) ISGS / ISSP takes control of areas formerly under control of 

JNIM  

 

 

• Statement by ISWAP – Alagorno (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية بتوفيق الله تعالى، اشتبك جنود الخلافة مع دوريات للجيش النيجيري المرتد، قرب غابات )ألغارنو( 
 .بمنطقة )برنو( أول أمس، بالأسلحة الرشاشة، ما أدى لفرارهم من المكان، ولله الحمد
 

Summary: May 15. (Alagorno – Borno). Clashes with Nigerian army patrols. No casualties.  

 

 

• Statement by ISWAP – Malam Fotori (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية بتوفيق الله تعالى، استهدف جنود الخلافة دورية للجيش النيجيري المرتد، بين بلدتي )بوسو( و)مالم 
 .فاتوري( أول أمس، بقاذف قنابل عيار )40( ملم، ما أدى لإحراق آلية رباعية الدفع وإصابة عدد من عناصرهم، ولله الحمد
 

Summary: May 15. (Boso – Malam Fotori). Attack on a Nigerian army patrol with 40 mm 

mortar rounds. One vehicle damaged, some injured. 
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• Statement by ISWAP – Boroso (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية بتوفيق الله تعالى، فجّر جنود الخلافة عبوة ناسفة على دورية للجيش النيجيري المرتد، قرب بلدة 
 .)بوروسو( بمنطقة )برنو( أول أمس، ما أدى لتدمير آلية ومقتل وإصابة من فيها، ولله الحمد
 

Summary: May 15. (Boroso – Borno). IED attack on a Nigerian army patrol. Vehicle 

destroyed. Several killed and wounded.  

 

 

May 18: 

 

• Picture set by ISWAP (15 pictures) – Lake Area (Nigeria) 
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(last picture was withheld from publication due to extremely graphic content)  
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• Statement by ISWAP – Argi (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية بتوفيق الله تعالى، استهدف جنود الخلافة تمركزا للجيش النيجيري المرتد، في بلدة )أرغي( بمنطقة 
 .)برنو( أمس، بقاذف قنابل عيار )40( ملم، ولله الحمد

 

Summary: May 17. (Argi - Nigeria). Attack with 40 mm mortars on Nigerian army camp. No 

casualties.  

 

• Picture set by ISWAP – suicide bomber Alagorno (Nigeria) 

 

 
 

ولاية غرب إفريقية صور: الأخ )أبو عثمان الأنصاري( -تقبله الله تعالى- منفذّ العملية الاستشهادية على الجيش النيجيري 
 (قرب غابات )ألغارنو( في )برنو
 

Summary: Suicide bomber Abu Uthman al-Ansari who commited an SVBIED attack on the 

Nigerian army close to the woods of (Alagorno – Borno).  
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