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CEP — KAS - Monitoring Sahel

By Pieter Van Ostaeyen

Report XXIV — (May 11, 2023 — May 18, 2023)

May 12:

e an-Naba’ 390 - Statements by ISGS / ISSP — Mali
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Summary:

e C(Clashes with al-Qaeda (JNIM) militants in northern Mali, an area that has been
contested for months. In total 50 INIM members were killed in operations in Mali,
Niger and Burkina Faso.

e Two months ago, JNIM militants started a massive campaign targeting the Islamic
State’s ISGS/ISGS Mujahidin from different locations: (Menaka), (Kidal), (Tenne) and
(Zaoutine — Algeria). The campaign was aiming to eradicate ISSP forces from the
area (Northern-Mali / Niger). For months ISSP fought with al-Qaeda and its affiliates
that even received air-support from the Malian army. AQ and affiliate forces suffered
severe losses. Most important battles were fought at (Taltite), (Ghazraghan) and
(Isel).

e JNIM is enticing villagers to fight the Islamic State. The Islamic State claims JNIM is
forcing local youth to join its ranks and coerces the local population to pay taxes for
“protection”, despite the fact that these villagers had excellent relationships with the
Mujahidin.

e Taking over al-Qaeda bases in (Tadrimin). In the last battle on (Sha’ban 9) in the
town (Isil) in the area of (Menaka) al-Qaeda deployed all its troops and used booby
traps against the Mujahidin’s defences but their plan was foiled. Dozens of their
fighters and a number of leaders were killed. After the battle INIM fled to the north,
(Kidal) and (Tni Zawatani) leaving all these deluded villagers behind.

e On Monday (Ramadan 19) the soldiers of the caliphate attacked JNIM in several
villages north of (Menaka) in order to disperse their forces with the help of the local
population. Their leaders fled and JNIM showed very low morale in battle.
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After INIM was expelled from the area ISSP engaged in Da’wa (preaching,
proselytization) among the “liberated” population. The Islamic State claims they are
taking care of those left behind by JNIM.

A spy of the Crusaders killed. In the roadblocks between (Menaka) and (Gao) the
Mujahidin captured a Crusader spy in the service of INIM wanted by the Mujahidin
since years.

Seven members of the Khalad ibn Zawad militia killed. Sunday (Shawwal 17). 4x4
truck captured near (Tedramin) — (Menaka) — all killed.

On (Shawal 19) the Mujahidin ambushed a patrol of the afore mentioned militia and
killed an officer and a military trainer. Weapons, ammunition and other gear was
looted.

16 Burkinabe militia members killed. On (Ramadan 1) 3 Burkinabe pro-government
militia members were killed in (Douri) — Burkina Faso. Next day 12 militia members
were killed in an attack on a convoy. 3 trucks destroyed, 1 4X4 and 2 motorcycles
captured.

Burning of an army spy engaged in the latest campaign. On (Ramadan 4) a Nigerien
spy / infiltrator was captured, working for the Crusader forces on the border with
Mali. Since he was accused of “heinous crimes and genocide” directing enemy
aircrafts to their targets, he was burned alive.

16 al-Qaeda fighters killed in attacks in Burkina Faso. On (Ramadan 5) 10 al-Qaeda
fighters were killed near (Gourme) Burkina Faso, 4 others were captured and later
killed. On (Sha’ban 10) one al-Qaeda fighter was captured and beheaded in the
south-west (Douri). On (Sha’ban 12) a second fighter was killed in the area of
(Ghorm).

On (Sha’ban 16) soldiers of the caliphate killed 3 militia members working for the
Burkinabe government.
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e an-Naba’ 390 - Statements by ISWAP - Nigeria
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Summary:

o Killed and wounded, 4 vehicles destroyed and a base of the Nigerian army burned.

o [n six different attacks in the area of (Borno) and (Yobe) a number of Nigerian
soldiers were killed or wounded. 3 vehicles were destroyed, two army barracks were
burned.

o  On Thursday (14 Shawwal) a camp of the Nigerian army was attacked with over 20
40mm mortar rounds.

e On Friday soldiers of the caliphate targeted an army patrol on the road between
(Wajiroko) and (Damboa) in the area of (Borno). One vehicle was destroyed, killing
and wounding those on board.

o Dead and wounded and two vehicles destroyed near (Sambisa) and (Alagarno) in
heavy clashes between soldiers of the caliphate and the Nigerian army that tried to
approach the positions of the Mujahidin in (Sambisa) forest near (Borno).
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On Tuesday (19 Shawwal) similar clashes with the Nigerian army occurred when
they tried to advance the positions of the Mujahidin in (Alagarno) forest near
(Borno), some were killed and wounded.

On Monday (18 Shawwal) the Mujahidin attacked two barracks of the Nigerian army
and torched them. No victims reported.

A Christian was killed on Saturday (16 Shawwal) in the village (Osmanti) in the area
of (Yobe).

Last week about 15 Nigerian soldiers were killed or wounded, their camp was
destroyed. A number of Nigerien soldiers were also killed. This in different attacks in
northern Nigeria and southern Niger.

az-Zallaga Media — Mali (statements and translations in French and English)
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2023 gyla 1] n 1444 Jigihi 21

a i 4 correspondant au 2 mal 2023 M, les moudjahidines ont ciblé un poste de controle de Farmée
makienne dans le vil lage de (Nara), ce qui a entralné le meurtre de 2 de 'armée malienne, et lovange A Allah

dant au 3 23 M, les moudjahidines ont ciblé une machine appartenant aux
) entre (Nar. i‘ct (xa nrvm) ce qui a\ondult asa dewun ion, et louange & Allah

ndant au 8 mai 2023 M, une machine des mercenaires russes de (Wagner) b été ciblée sur la
louange A Allah

moudjahidines ont tendu une embuscade A 'armée malienne
aille a abouti A la mort de 7 de I'armée malienne et 3 la blessure
e, et louange A Allah

ce qui a entrainé
1) avec des blessures graves, selon le résultat préliminaire, et gloire 3 Allah

21 Shawwal 1444 H | T mai 2023 M Numéro | 45
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[ Az-Zallaga Media Foundation | Jama'at Nusrat al-istam Wal Muslimeen |

orresponding 10 2 May W, the mujahidin targeted 2 Malian Army checkpoint in the village
ng of 2 from the Malian army, and praise be to Allah

3 M, the mujahidin targeted a machine belonging to the (Wagner)
estruction, and praise be to Allah

agner) Russian mercenary machine was targeted on the

M, the mujahidin ambushed the Malian army near the village of

day 2 444 rresy gt a patrol of the (Wagner) Russian mercenaries was targeted
with an IED pla y the e g to the municipality of sdo), which resulted in the
injury of 2 of the (Wagner) mercenaries with serious injuries, according to the preliminary outcome, and praise be to Allah

21 Shawwal 1444 H | 11 May 2023 M Number | 45

Summary:

May 2, Nara (Mali), two Malian soldiers killed

May 3, Nara — Kalomba (Mali), attack on Wagner forces

May 8, Marja — Kalomba (Mali), attack on Wagner forces

May 8, Koroninkoto (Kais Province, Mali), ambush, 7 Malian soldiers killed, 8
wounded. One Mujahid martyred

e May 10, Faba (Molodo, Mali), IED attack on Wagner patrol, 2 wounded

e Statement by ISWAP — Jirari (Cameroon)

$

» 1444 Jgis 22 asanl a8 8| e agdg

8aly g8 SIS (ouigyralsl i tall aish adMAll agin aalm wslled alll (G4ogiy
Oga-mlaall a_iiclg Lmia a_mlal sl La gu_al Og)—talsll @lla_iii (@ £le1a)
Aaall allg @rdaiy

(e (elann) sl B GASH 5 g yaalSl) (all A5KE AR 3 gia aala o Jad A0 (5 5% Ay 8 e A
daall iy Adany o salaall atie) 5 dlgie ab il 5ol La ¢ ual ()5 el

Summary: May 11, attack on a Cameroonian army camp, no casualties
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May 13:

e Statement by az-Zallaga Media — Mopti (Mali)
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Summary: May 12, attack on a checkpoint of the Malian army in (Mopti). At least one killed.
Equipment destroyed, six Kalashnikovs, one motorcycle and ammunition captured

e Statement by az-Zallaga Media — Segou (Mali)
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e Statements by az-Zallaga Media - Translations in English and French

Killing of At Least 9 Members of the Malian Army in (Neono)

L [ Az-Zaktaga Media Foundation | Jama'st Nusrat sh-tslam Wal Maslimeen | Macma Zepon

Pl
With the support of Allah, a squad from Jama'at Nusrat a am Wal Mus en carried out three
simultaneous strikes against the Malian Army in the city of (Neono) in the province of (Segou) on
Thursday 21 Shawwal 1444 H, corresponding to 11 May 2023 M, which resulted in the killing of
Malian soldiers and the rest fled, and the mujahidin looted 2 Pikas, | RPG, and an amount of
ammunition, and 3 of the mujahidin rose as martyrs, as we consider them and may Allah
consider them as such, and praise be to Allah

On Frida hawwal 1444 H, corresponc to2 M 3 M, the mujahidin targeted a car of
the Malian army with an IED between (Kondo) and (A , and praise be to Allah

23 Shawwal 1444 M | 13 May 2023 M

Summary: May 11, three simultaneous strikes on the Malian army in (Neono) in (Segou)

province. 9 Malian soldiers killed. Two PK’s, one RPG and ammunition captured. 3

Mujahidin killed.
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